FUTURE SERVICES

www.astwellparishes.org.uk

JANUARY 2026

Sunday 11% January - Plough Sunday

10.30am Whitfield

Benefice Holy
Communion

Sunday 18" January - Second Sunday of Epiphany

9.30am Lois Weedon
10.30am Helmdon
11.15am Syresham
11.15am Wappenham

Holy Communion
Praise & Prayer
Holy Communion
Praise & Prayer

Sunday 25 January - Third Sunday of Epiphany

9.30am Lois Weedon
9.30am Whitfield

10.30am Helmdon
11.15am Syresham
11.15am Wappenham

Matins

Holy Communion
(Patronal Festival of
St John the Evangelist)
Morning Prayer
Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion

@  PEWS NEWS

Som The Astwell Benefice
St Mary Magdalene Helmdon with Stuchbury & St
K Lawrence Radstone, St James the Great Syresham
L with St John the Evangelist Whitfield,

St Mary & St Peter Lois Weedon with Weston &
Plumpton, and St Mary the Virgin Wappenham.

) www.astwellparishes.org.uk

kL https://www.facebook.com/astwellbenefice

Sunday 4™ January 2026
The Epiphany

Services in the Benefice:

9am Wappenham Breakfast Church
9.30am Lois Weedon Morning Prayer
10.30am Helmdon Holy Communion

11.15am Syresham

Morning Prayer




Collects & Readings for The Epiphany
Collect:

0 God,

who by the leading of a star

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,

who know you now by faith,

may at last behold your glory face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’
arms.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to
you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

New Testament Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2 for surely you
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace
that was given to me for you, 3and how the mystery
was made known to me by revelation, as [ wrote above
in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of

Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 0f this gospel | have become a servant according to
the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the
working of his power.

8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; 10so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our
Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 110n
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.

Post Communion Collect:

Lord God,

the bright splendour whom the nations seek:

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by
your light discern the glory of your presence in your
Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

*




Prayers for The Epiphany

Gracious God, may we rise and shine in the
light that has come into the world and revel in
its glory. Help us in our service today to sing
forth your praises and worship you in the
beauty of holiness

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Creator God, we pray that the people of the
world might lift up their eyes round about, and
come to see your light, and that rulers and
kings, drawn to the brightness of your truth,
might rule with justice and mercy. We pray
against the Herods of this world and all that
use violence and terror to fulfil their earthy
desires.

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Brilliant God, we pray for the sick and suffering
and all who are surrounded by deep darkness.
We ask that they may be illuminated by your
grace and love. Help us to radiate and reflect
the brilliance of your light so that as it shines
through us it may help to bring healing and
wholeness to those in need.

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Mighty God, you are the King of heaven, the
hope of all who trust in you: give to the faithful
departed the wonders of your salvation. Guide
us to those who mourn so that we might bring
joy and gladness where there is grief and
SOITOW.

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Almighty God, we have given you our offering
of worship and with it the service of our lives.
As we move into the coming week and into the
New Year may we go from this place knowing
that we have met with you and have been
blessed by your Spirit, to live and work to your
praise and glory.

Merciful father: accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen

TO HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:

We bring before our loving heavenly Father
those in our villages and others we know who
are unwell, recovering from injury or illness
and all those who need our prayers
for any reason.

Please pray for the family and friends of
Reverend Will Adams, whose memorial
service will be held at Syresham
on Saturday 10" January at 2pm.

From Helmdon: Barbara Buxton, Diane Thorpe,
and Joan Hadfield.

From Lois Weedon & Weston: Joan Jacobs,
Lis Cockrell, Caroline Hunt, Margaret
Seckington and Anna Mackaness.

From Syresham: George Summers
and Suzanne Prestcott.

From Wappenham: Judy King, Dorothy &
David Nicholson, and Edwin & Phyllis King.

For those known to us:

Margaret Reardon, Pauline Collis, Christopher
Carr, Evelyn Johnson, Ollie Dotterill, Francis
Potsoni, Mary Coates, Emily Barthelamy, May
Oliver, Lily & Theo Wright, Christobel Grant and
Diane Snow.

Please pray for those bereaved, and the
family & friends of:

Alan Jones, Revd Will Adams, Ailsa Williams,
Jonathan Sayers, Joan McCann, Maralynn
Hunter, Ann Smith, John Thorne, Eileen Watson,
Geoff Abbey, Jean Spendlove, Vic Butler, Philip
Gulliver, Jean Parks, Jean Mackaness, Diane
Watts, Peter Stubbs, Nicholas Reynell, Linda
Smalley, Tony Wilmot, John Maleham, Betty
Stubbs, Wendy Procter, Derek Morris, David
Brookhouse, Jonathan Miller, David Powell,
Joyce Beech.

Also, please pray for the work of the Beacon
Centre, the Wolverton Mission, the Hope
Centre, Katharine House Hospice,
Northampton Women's Aid and The Women'’s
Refuge. We also continue to pray for all
refugees fleeing persecution, all victims of
hatred, war and terror




BENEFICE CONTACTS

Reverend Hugh White (Rector):

Tel: 01869 347889
Email: rectorastwell@gmail.com

Please contact the Rector or your
Churchwarden/Representative if you have queries about
baptisms, weddings, or funerals.

Paul Stothard, Reader & Lay Chair
stothy@live.co.uk, Tel: 01295 760816

Alice Palmer: Benefice Treasurer
alice.palmerl6@btinternet.com, Tel: 01280 850252
Fiona Mason: Benefice Safeguarding Officer
fomason@hotmail.com Tel: 01280 850439

Sheena Warren, Chair of Social & Fundraising
Committee sheena.warren@hotmail.co.uk,

Tel: 01327 860230

Wiggy Smith: Chair of Pastoral Care Committee
wiggysmith44@gmail.com, Tel: 01295 760953
Sarah Rudkin: Benefice Secretary & Pews News
Editor,

rectorastwellbenefice@aol.co.uk, Tel: 01327 830965

Churchwardens /Representatives (for individual
church matters):

Helmdon: Cliff Netten, apnetten@hotmail.com
& Paul Stothard, stothy@live.co.uk

Lois Weedon & Weston: Frank Hunter
frank.hunter@btinternet.com

Radstone: Penny Bonner
penny.bonner@btconnect.com

Syresham: Alice Palmer
alice.palmerl6@btinternet.com

Wappenham: Sheena Warren
sheena.warren@hotmail.co.uk

Whitfield: Claire Bonner cbonner00@gmail.com

Regular events held in the Benefice:

=* Helmdon Coffee Morning is held each
Tuesday, 10 am-12 noon in the Reading
Room

=  Syresham Coffee Morning is held each
Thursday, 10 am-12 noon in the Village Hall.

= Whitfield Coffee Morning is held on the first
Tuesday of the month ,10am-12 noon in the
Village Hall.

= St Mary’s, Wappenham Coffee Morning, is
held on the first Wednesday of the month,
10 am-12 noon, in the Village Hall.

= St Mary & St Peter, Lois Weedon Coffee
Morning is held from 10am until 12 noon on
the first Friday of each month, in Lois
Weedon Village Hall.

Wishing everyone in the
Benefice
a Happy and Healthy 2026!

With Blessings,

Hugh




